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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 . t^) -Benzhydrylsulf inylacetamide . 
p 2* A therapeutic composition comprising a pharma- 
ceutical^ effective amounwE) of (-) -benzhydrylsulf inyl- 
acetamide, in association/with a physiologically 
acceptable excipient . 

3. A method for the treatment/ of hypersomnia, which 
comprises administering, to a /patient in need of such 
a treatment, a pharmaceutica]Ay effective amount of 
(-) -benzhydrylsulf inylacetamide as an arousing agent. 

4. A method for the treatment of Alzheimer's disease, 
which comprises administering, to a patient in need of 
such a treatment, a pharmac/eutically effective amount 
of (-) -benzhydrylsulf inylacetamide as a CNS stimulant. 

5. A method for the preparation of (-) -benzhydryl- 
sulf inylacetamide , which comprises : 

1°) reacting ( ± ) -ben/zhydrylsulf inylacetic acid 
with ( - ) -oC-methylbenzylamine/ to give the (-) -benzhydryl- 
sulf inylacetate of ( - ) -©£-mepiylbenzylamine , 

2°) converting the resulting (-) -benzhydryl- 
sulf inylacetate salt of ( -h -ot-methylbenzylamine to (-)- 
benzhydrylsulf inylacetic acid by acid hydrolysis, and 
3°) subjecting the resulting (-) -benzhydryl- 
sulf inylacetic acid to aiW^midation reaction with NH„ 


The method according 


is carried out in two steps, namely: 


3' 

claim 5, wherein stage 3°) 


3a) esterificatd 
sulf inylacetic acid to a 


sulf inylacetate , followed by 


3b) transamidat 
alkyl ( - ) -benzhydrylsulf 
7. The method according 
- in stage 1 ° ) , the reac: 


on of the ( - ) -benzhydryl- 

-C^ lower alkyl ( - ) -benzhydry 1 


ion of the resulting -C^ lower 
inylacetate with NH^ . 

to claim -5 — 6, wherein: 
tion is carried out in the 
presence of an excess /of amine relative to the stoichio 
metric conditions, with a molar ratio amine/acid of 
between 1.02/1 and 1.f15/1, 
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in stage 2°), the said acid hydrolysis is carried out 
at a temperature of between 30 and 45 °C, 
in step tta), the said esterif ication reaction is 
carried cWt so as to give a -C^ lower alkyl ester 
selected Rgom the group comprising the isopropyl, 
ethyl and mVthyl esters, and 

in step 3b),\the said transamidation reaction is 
carried out w^th a stream of NH~ gas. 


